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CHESHIRE, NORTH WALES AND WIRRAL e

BEGINNINGS

Al Ihe Soroptimist Annual Conference in June 1336, it was resolved to make every
effort to obtain equal pay for men and women, and to establish ning Divisional
Unions. Equal pay had to wait a bit, but the Divisional Unions were formed.

The North West Divisional Union, covering an area from Carlisk: to Wrexham,
contained six Soroptimist Clubs: Liverpool, Southport, Manchester, North Wirral,
Fylde and Blackburn, By the end of 1939, further clubs were chartered in Bootle,
Crosby, Preston, Bolton, Stockport, Morecambe and Wrexham. These thirleen
clubs kept the Divisional Unlon active during the war years, meeting at Preston
which was a central poinl,

The North Wirral club, one of the original six clubs in the North West Divisional
Union, is the oldesl club in the present Divisional Union of Cheshire, North Wales
and Wirral, although better known loday as Soroptimist International of
Birkenhead. A daughter of the Liverpool Club, it was charlered in 1933/34 and
many of its members played a major part in the work of the Divigional Union, sand
the Federation. Two notable examples were Miss S Somers, who was President of
the North Wirral Club in 1935/36 and Divisional Union President in 1938/39; and
Miss Elizabeth Glen Dobie who was President of her own club twice, in 1938/39
and 1953/54, Dwvisional Union President in 1940/42 and Federation President in
1942/43.



WORLD WAR 11

The war years dic not halt the progress of the Soroptimist mevement in the North
Wast Divieional Union, the difficulties only presented a challenga. The D visional
Union ard tha North Wirral Club already had a pre ect in nand at the outbresk of
the war 1o form a Soroptimist Club in Chester. and the promoters were determined
to forge shead.

It was fitting that the Charler Luroheon of the new Chester Club in November * 940
was altended by Miss E Glen Dcbie of 1he¢  North Wirral Club in her capacily as
President of the North Wesi Divisional Unicn. Miss E Glen Dobia was also
inst-umental in forming a Soroptim st Cluo in Elesmere Portin 1943; another war
lime project which went anead despile many obstacles,

During the war years the achievements of Soroptimiste and their clubs were
remar<able, Despite black outs, alrralds and travel difficulties, clubs met reguiarly
and workad for local, national and international causes. Miss E Glen Dobie recalls
twa incidents in her year as Federation President: one occasion when she arrived
atLecester at 1. 00 am irstead of 9.30 pm due to air raids on route, only 1o find her
bed al har hotel slready cccupied by a man; end another occasion, aflar
chartering a club in Kent, when she travelled 1e Liverpool by army lorey arriving in
the earty hours lo catch the 2,00 am ferry to Birkerhead and then had 1o walk 3
miles home.

Intarnational charities supported by ciubs In the North West Divisional Union
ircludad the Soroptimist Post War Relief Fundin Europe, tha Overseas Reliel Fund
for children in France, and indwidual projects. The first major charity avent of the
Ellesmera Port Soroplimists was a garden party which ralsed nearly £200 for the
Slalingrad Hospital. one of the ties between the Ellesmare Port club and that
Hospial commemorated by a plaque, erected by the Angle Soviet Russan
Committee. In Stalingrad Hospital:

‘A (eken of admirstion from
The Evesmere Port and Distnict Soroptimizst Clup®

The largost parf of the work of Individual clubs was concerned with lopics of lgcal
and natianal interest. Related 10 the pre-war resoluticn, to strive for equal pay for
aqual work, was the protest crganised by the Liverpcol club in 1941, supperted by
cther ¢ ubs in the area, agalnst discr mination on the grounds of sex In the Civilian
Personal Injuries Scheme, Clubs ralsed maney o provide social laciltes for
ambulance men, agitated for the improvement of shopping lacilites for
prolessional woman in war tme, protested al the scarcity and peor quality of
childrens ghoes, and became involved In many other projects, some o which, like
the provision of nureary schools. scheol meals, anc ‘amily allowances, only came
1o il Iruition aftar the war.

Many women’s organisations joinec together at local level to form Group Action
Counci's, later krown s Standing Conferences of Women's Organisatons, to
deal with social problems ar sing from the war. Soroplimists in the North Wes1, as
in the rast of the country, played an active part ir establishing these Standing
Canterences, and sarving on locel commitlees, || was reported that by the end of
the war a hundred had been esfablished throughout the Federation,




POST-WAR GROWTH

The pest-war years were years of growth witmin the Soroptimist movement and in
thia DivislonalUnlon . In 1845 1He Divisional Union was Civided into three sections:-

1 North West Div sion - Nerth
2. North Wee: Dliv slon - Central
3. North Wes: Div sion - South

A change of name cccurred in 1848 when the southern section became the
Cheshire and North Wales Divisiona Unon, a decisicn which caused some
cantroversy within clubs, seme of whom *abhorred” the charge of name,

1945/45 was 2 parboularly busy yearwhich saw thraa new clubs sponsored by the
Birkanhead Club and the unting work of Miss S Sormerse Miss Sains Smith M ssE
Glen Dobie ana Niss D Henderson Honorary Member of the Federation, ameng
many The activities of Soroptimists In Bebington. Hoylake end Wesl Kirby ard
Wallasey in tha early years of thelr clubs ara typlcal of tha work which was being
dore in the community by al! Soreptimist C'ubs, The Bebingten Club had projecis
lor the care ol the elderly: it paid ‘or chiropody services belere these were
orgarised oy the Local Authordy and gave continuous suppori to the Bebington
Old Pecple's Housing Assosiat on; Wallasey Sorcpl mists were delermined shat
old and lonely peop'e should receive the interast and halp of ther club; anc the
Hoylake and Wes: Kirby club estadlished a long slanding interastin the Ceai Blind
Home lInanced the preduction ¢f a Bralle beok lar children ang supperled
housing projacts far tha alcerly.

The expansion ol the Scroptimist movemean! in Cheshire and North Wales
contirued in 1247/48 wher tha Ellesmera Portand Crester Clube gu ded by Miss
C Ancerson, successfully warked e establish club s in Runcern, Narlhwich and
Sangor, The work of these clubs in ‘ocal, national and nternatinal fields. raising
money and working together for 1he geod of those less orivile jed than theamsaeves
are examples of the ways in which the Soreplimist aims ol Ir endship and service
ara put irfe practice. Runcorn Soroplimists reac for Brallle; supporied desanving
families in Runcorn and worked throuch the Red Cross 1o provide parcels for
Korea. The Northwich Clup, since the founding ol the club, nave had two chiel
service areas which have peen the blind people in thed strict and the local Soclaty
for the Mentally Handicapoed. The Bangaer Club was immediately in acticn with a
patition *that women be allowed to sit In tha House of Lorgs" and discussions on
toplcs of national interest ke “tha New Haalth Sarvice”, “the saving of elactricity,
gas and coal”, “Ine expor! drive® and “the orice of things™ as well as fund raising
for the local hospital.

19438 was an outstanding vear for the Faderation. The Annual Conferance and tha
Internaticnal Conventior were bath held that vear in Harrozate and were we |
attended by maslt clubs in this Divisional Union. The Internal onal Convention was
tha first post-war opportunity for many reunions and tc lock back ard report on ten
vears work. particuarly dur ng the war years. In the sama yeer, the Sorcplimist
Heedquarters in Bayswater Road was purchrased and financed by ehares bougnt
by Soropt mists and Soroptimist Clubs.

Int~e Cheshire and North Weles Division, 1948 was Llhe year in which the Hesweall
cub was started, a daughter of the Birkenhead Cluk and grarddaughter of tha
Liverpool club, Tre badge on the President's regalia cesigred by Dr Bri'land Miss



Wormald, cepicts a spinning wheel resresentng the first meeting p ace of the
clud, The Spinning Wheel Café, and a symbol of a pasl cecupat on of wemen,

In May 1950 it was agreed that a Soropt mist Scholarship ‘or social Science
should be offered at Liverpeol Univers iy, A sum of £1,200 was raised waich, with &
goard ¢f Education Grant of £800, mace & sum available {or the scholarship of
£2,000. The Creshire and North Wales Divislonal Union raised £350 lowards the
scholarship Agrant ol £40 per annum was to be given 1o a student whao would not
qualify for any other grant. praferably an older weman, T lirst student ‘o qualify
was a woman whe had been obliged 10 give up nursing treining. The Soroplimisl
Scholarship ig st isted in the Liverpoc! University Calendar,

1950/51 gaw the foundaton of two more clubs in thie Divisicral Union, one in
Cowyn Bay, and the second n Nantwich - which was a daughter of the E lesmere
Pasl Club, Nantwicn Soroptimiste started their charity fund with a Whist Drive,
making thelr first 5 guirea subscription to the Soroptmist Scholarship Fund.
Throughout the 50's there was concern for the wellare ol women and children n
mosl club activities, Soroptimists oflen work ng In collaboration with Standing
Conferences, Al thelr meetings in 1951 Bangor Soroplimists were againgiving full
support to the callfer equal pay for men and women ¢oing equal work, In Qctobe-
1951, Chester Soropt mists entertained a party of Garman woman v siting Chester
uncer Ine auspices of tha Standing Conference, while the greater part of the
Chester Club's lund raising activiies in 1850/5* was devoled 1o providing
holdays for deprived children and helping 1o furnish the Cheshire Res dentlal
Home for Persons of Limited Means at Sandiway Manor by providing all the cullary
ard china; a cause supported by the Runcorn Club in 1852,

Nrs Morfedd Hooson-Nichclas, who was Presiden! of the Colwyn Bay club n
1962/63, paid many visds to the Cont nent with her Colwyn Bay Girls Croir. They
sang In Germany, Holland, Swilzerland and Denmark, broadcast ¢n the Danlen
State Radic, and at home hed & regular radic programme an tha Walsh ~ome
Service ard the Cverseas Service of tha BBC, Other talented members of the
Colwyn Bay Club, mambers of the Embrolderers Guild, Irequently held exhil: tions

of thelr exquisite needlework, a celinging pleasure to theair Club,

Dr Dorothy Griffiths, fourtn Fresident of the Ellesmere Port Club and Div sional
Union President in 1948/50 oecame the second Federation Presdent fram this
Cwislonal Unlon. The year was 1952/53, Coronaton Year, and Dr Grifilths was
rwvited 1o Wesim neter Abbay 10 the Coronalion of HM 1me Queen, After the
ceremony, 1ne slools on which many of the congregaticn had been sealed were
presentac 1o them and Dr Grilliths gave hers to the Soroptimist Cub in Bayswater
Roac, whera it still is. Dr Griff tha later made amajor contribution 1o exiension work
in the Wesl Indies, partoularly in tha Port of Spain club In 1958:50.



EXTENSION IN THE SIXTIES

Exiension work was much in @v dence in the Divisional Union in this decade. with
naw clubs being formed, many of them in North Wales. In 1 859 Miss 0 Andarscr of
Elesmere Porl club, Dwislonal Unlor Extension Officer siroe 1945, addressec a
meating &l Llangoller, chaired by Miss O O Jores ¢! 1he Wrexham Club, which led
to the chartering of this new club in 1950. Liangollen Soroptimists have always
baar very much involved in the International Eisteddfod at Llangollen. in
welcomiag British and Overseas visitors at the Scroptimist Tent, and also In many
other varied causes, They have sponsored a Thalland studert physiotherapist al
Gobowen Hespital, eponsored a N gerian girl; giver books for a Baptist Misslon in
Alrice; and provided equipmant for a child assesement unit at Maelor Hospital,

Two years later Miss D Andarson assisted the Colwyn Bey Club In ther efforts to
found a new club in Llandudna, which was charterac in May 1263, Llandudno
Soroptim ste have wor<ed for many causes, bul especially for the Liandudno
Hospital Tha British Commanwealth Society for the 3ind and the British Red
Cross, ard o 1970, the Caernarfonshire Red Cross presenied the Club with a
Certificate of Commendation, for service and suppert given. 1981, Soroptimist
Jaan Lee pesame the lirst Mayor of the Llandudne Council,

Miss 0 Andarsor alsc assisted 1ne Denbigh Club 1o establish a Soroptimist Club in
Mo d and Deesde, which was chartered at a dnner in June, 1263, Meld and
Deasde Sorcptimists have worked Lo support local, nglonal and irternational
cnarities, giv ng Ireely of their telents and personal serv ces to help those in neaed.
They have held cake stalls, hired a stall annually in the sireef markel, had rallles,
dancasardavents in members hemes Lo support old people i~ Homes and in their
own “omes, The League cf Frlenas of lecal hesptals, children in care and al
special schools, the wallare of the Fandicaoped, are further exampies of the
causes they have supported in their endeavour 1o serve the community, both
lacalty and lurther aligld, ‘n & mannas werthy of 1he a ms of Foroptimism,

Since the end ¢! the war, many develcpmenis 'n tha housi g of o'd pecple had
taken place and Local Autrorifies had establishec Welfare Depariments with
special homes for retired parsons However, these did rol by any means meel all
needs and many clubs in this Divisicr became interested In the provision of
community houses for retlired professlonal end businass pacple, similar ¢ these
already established by Soroptimist Clubs in ather Dwisions. Informatbon on
housing projects was obtained 1-om the Federet on and Scropiimists stucied the
proposals anc considered the possioildies, The Chester Club esteblshed a
housing fund in 1957 and for the next few yaars the fund rasing activitias cf the
clul were devoted 10 11 8 housing fund.  was laler decided that the ams of the
fund could be bast acheved in association witn the Asbeyl ald Soclaty and that
1ne club snhould g ve the money raisad to tha Abbayfeld Chester Society for the
gacond Abbeyiield House in Chester; Abbeyfeld Houses were already
establ shed in Chester and Wrexham. 2ince the clud bacame assoclated with tha
Aobeylield Chester Soclety many members hava servad on the Abbeyfeld
Committaa and helped in the Abbeyfield Houses, The Aobeylald Soclaty is alsc
supporied by many cther Soroplimist Clubs in this Cwision. sucn as Bangor, who
made 1 tha'r main charity i~ 1965, and oylake and Wesl Kirtby Saroptim 518 wha
regularly servec 400 leas ab surmmer lairs ¢ ad ol the Aboeyllald Soclaety In the
mic 1960's.

The World Seed Fund, and work for various re'ugae proecis, like the Greek



Relugee Project, were interratonal projects which caught 1he imagination of
Soroplimists at this lime. Miss W Ashton of Ihe Bebington Club, Prasident of her
own club in 1860767 ane Div sional Unon President in 1964/65. represaented the
Faderal on for ning years on the Central Counci for Reflugees 195766,

A highlignt of Ine social calendar in 1966 was the 2181 Anniversary Dinner of the
Bebington Ciub, held on board the SS Sylvaria, a Cunard Liner In a Lverpool
Dock,

The Denbigh Ciub was again inst-umental i» premoting and extend. ng the
Soroplimist world by I8 eftorts to found a club in Rhyl. The 1 rsl meeting of the cluo
wee n Navember 1964, and the charler cinner was in April 1965, In the early days
¢l the club, meelings were Feld 'n member's homes, which turnad business
meelings into a social event. Early in Ine ife of tha club a tradition was estadlishad
of a theme for each year, the frst pelng “Towards Urderstanding - Aspeacts ol
Education”; Ine 1966/67 1neme cf tha Prasident Miss E M Homaer-Backetl. Gues!
speakers are invited to lal< on sorre aspect of the theme lor the year at the reqular
speaker meetings, and visits ara made to places of interest, mostly In connection
with the thema for the parlicular yaar, Theclub ls well represented on ‘ocal cutside
bodes such as the Abbeylield Society, Starding Conlarence of Women's
Organisetong, NSPCC, North Wales Hospltel League of Frierds, Samartans, and
the National Elsteadied, and support their eforts, and the ma or charitable fund
raising eflors of ather lecal voluntary organisations, with practical ha'paswallas
fund raising. For a number of years memoers hosted the Cwisional Union Ore Day
Conterence at Oriel House =otel, St Asaph

Miss M Sephton of the Heswall Club. wro became Divisioral Union Extenslon
OMicerin 1963, assisted tha Bangar Club in its work to establish & naw Soroptimist
Club in Anglesey The Anglesey Soroptimist Club was founced in 7964 nolding its
Frstluncneon in Fedruary, 1985, The ¢lub has worked splendidly 1o raise funds for
var ous charities at home and abrozad, students have baen sponsored and ad
give~ 10 peopla In need in the 1nirc world, Meetings heve been exchanged with
Bangor and South Caernarion Clubs, the mothes and sister olubs, resultng n
strong Iriendsnip inks and the excharge of ideas and Interests. The cluby has
acopted a molla which compiements tha ¢ philosophy thal fa is fun end every
minute is 10 be enjoyed 1o the ful ;-

For Friend
For Loyalty
For Health
Wnen needad at home and abroad

The Soroptimist Club of Kaulsford and District, spansared by the Northwicr Cluo,
was founced in November 1966, and ¢nartered at a dinner at the Mere Golf and
Country Clut: n March 1967 “rom tre slarl members wished the Soroptim st
Association, as i1 was then known, to become recegnised wihn Ine ‘acal
community and welcomed avery opportunity 10 be represeniac at local meetings,
The club's commilment la further ng the alm e and cojectives ¢l 1ne movema i was
nol I¢ be al the expensa of the estebl shrrent of a wall ba anced and hagpy clud,

The club Iintrocuced & programme of soclal events which are a nappy feature of
he ¢lib, some becoming almoslt tracitonal, A *raveling dinne-" in July 1 end the
season 2s twere, a Christmas gel together & mack aucticn ata member's house



o ralsa funds for tha club and dispose of unwanted Christmas giits, & thealre rip, a
canal voyage, a crewn green bowling event, have all neen part of the annual
programme. Atthe same t me the club has glven support 1o the League of Hospital
Frends, the Voluntary Services Sub-Committes - later the Commitlee for
Voluntary Service. LEPRA. the Commenweslith Soc ety for the Blind, and man

others. '

The Divisional Unlcn of Chashire. North \Wa'es and Wiral has & tradition ol yearly
one day conferences and these were well supooried by every ¢'ub througnout the
1960's. Weekend carlerences lor Soroplmists in Weales were ase reld anc
enjoyed by the clubs part cipating, notably the onas ir Cardiff ard Bangor. It was
plso daring this pericd that the idea was put forward 16 make December 10th
Soraplimist international Day. linking twithHumanRignis Day, now celebrated ir
some clubs by a suitable fopic chosen for the December speaker mesting, and in
others by a joinl service with neighteuring clubs ollowed by a supper,

Cheshtira North Wales and Wirral Soropbmists have taken part n, and made
substantial conlributiens 1o sludy projects organised by the Federaton in this
perloc. Clubs have arranged study groups to discuss aspects of “Facing our
Challenze®; "Wider =orizons®; "Teweards Understanding”; and ‘*Educale for
Progrees Towards a Literate World™.



CELEBRATION IN THE SEVENTIES

I7 1971 the Dwisional Union celebrated the Golden Jubilae of the Soroptim st
Movemen:t by a sa-vica held at Chester Cathedral an 18t May, ol owed by a suppar
in the Grosvenor Hote!, The Dwisicnal Unlon Prasldent was Miss Joan Hust ol Lhe
Chester Club, M ss E M Williams, Senor DU, Vice President. and Mamber of the
Ahyl Club organised the avent, and the nostesses were of the Bangor Clun. The
Runoorm Club caelebrated its 25t Annversary the {olfowing year, 1972, when &
frees were planted, and a geal provided, at Faountains Brow,

May 1972 saw the formation of the South Caernarion Club, successiully launched
oy the Bangor Cluk: and the eflorts of Mrs Budding Rowlards of Bangor Cwvislonal
Urion Extension Oficar.

Dr H Rutn Harris, who had been President ¢l her ewn club Wrexham, and
Divisional Un on President 1$69/70, becama the th rd Federation President from
this Divislon n 1974/75. Important vghlights of ner Pres dentlal year were the
international Corwention neld at Shefleld in July 1875 waen over 2.000
Scroptimiete gathered from all over tha world In warm summaear weather; and the
. Feceraton Confarence at Llandudno in 1975 when the Llardudra Club acted as
hcstesses, with Mrs Grace Barker aclbing as Segistrar and Treasurer to the
Confarence Committea. Dr H Ruth -&rris served many years on the Womens'
Commission

The work of Soroptimigts in Cheshire, North Wales and Wirral, as the Divislonal
Unice became known i 1975, nas peen cetermined in each club oy the identifi-
caton of specitic need al home or abroad, a~d aso by guldance glven by
International anc Federation themes and projects, The theme *Search ‘o Quality®
was introdeced in 975 and most clubs worked hard 1cs 1he Gilbert and Ellice
‘siards water project 1c supply clean water anc improva sanitaton, and for the
Mald ves project for madical boats 1o serve the islands.

Examples of work by one or twe clubs In the mid 1970's serve Lo illusirate the
variely of service and effort indwidual clubs pus into the rwork for othar people n
1976 the L andudno Club establishac a Doris 'Walcer Memarial Fund {0 furnisk a
residents rocm gt a Cheshre Home In Speke, in collaberation with the Garston
Speka Club. Between 1976 anc 1978 several effe-is ¢l the Rhy C ub raised £1,000
towards the cost of Abergele Hesptal Hydretherapy Poa ; while al the same lime
Heylake and 'West Kirby Sorcptmists were inclucing a Fnonlc Ear for the Deal %
and a Guice Cog lor the Blind, among their charisable efforts. Many clubs nave
suppertad children in Africa and Incla such 88 Rurcom's “Ben” and Heylaxe and
Wesl Kirky's Indian Boy The Pat Seed Fund "One n a NMilllon” to provide and
maitiain equipmant in & Mancheaster Hospltal Yired the imagination, and lacally the
Divisiona’ Union jointly raised £1,000 for a pleca of equipment for Clatterbridge
Cencer Aesearch uUnit al Bebingler The Beb ngton Club nas mad mary efforte 1o
suppor: Clatterbrdga Hospltal, Irom stals at Summer Feirs donations to the
Aaciot~erapy Und fer equipment; 1o prejects for visit ng patents frem a clstance
Jundergeng treatment inthe Sadiatherapy Unit, =or the thare "Search for Quality”,
Mold and Dees de Soroptimists studlac 1he spac al preblems of the deal and hew
they could be allev ated. Al a visit to the school for deaf chilcren which had been
nawly coened in Mold, a tymoanur was presented 1o the scheo!l, ard Meld and
Deeside Sorcobmists also contsibuted towards the building fund o previde &
centra lor the deal,



Cotober 1877 saw 25 women gathered together at the Eagles Hotel, Llanrwst,
under the chairmanship of Mrs E Hewitson of the Hoylake and West Kirby Ciub,
Joint DivisionalUnlon Extens.on Officer with Miss E W Price of the Llangollen Ciub,
far the first mealing of prospectve Soroptimists Intha Conwy Vellay. The locality -
asmal marketlown setin the hearl of a predominantly agricultural community was
the home of a good variety of categores for the new club of Dyfiryn Conwy. The
members ol the mather club ai Lliandudno gave continued suppor: and assistance
to th's new club, as did Miss My!l Williame of 1he Rhyl Club, Divisioral Union
Secratary, wha guided their early meeatings. Tha charter luncheon was held in
Janugary 973 when the charler was presented by Federation Prasidant Kathleen
Collin. The dasign for the President e Badge of Oflice was produced by Mrs Mary
Martin, a Leclurer in Art al the Llandrillo College of Further Education, It
Incerporates a siiver tvread of the Aver Conwy with the mountains of Snowdonia
in the backgreund and in the foreground a kestra: with wings oulspread,

Dylfryr Conwy Soropt mists were socn iwolved In social and charitable events.
raising money lar the Anthony Nolan Appeal for Resaarch Into Bone Marrow
Diseasa: MENCAF: and the adoption of Hallen Buguza from Kenya under the
auspices of Action Aid, ameng many others. The clubs inveivemant in the civie 1ie
of the area was soon established with aclion and discussiors on toplcs of local
concern such as the proposed resiting of hquid propane gas lanks at Maenan,
Baott'e Banks, nuclear power and nuclear waste cump ng, and. in celebration ol
Scroptim st's Golden Jub lee, D.U. Fresident Eni¢ Canson and Club President Ann
Davies planted a tree bear ng golcen lolizge in the grounds of a local chursch hall.

In 1279 membears of tha Divisicnal Union ef Chesnire, North Wales and Wirral
altended the 50th Arniversary celebrabons of Soroplimist International of Vienna,
Tnosa who attendad nave a golden resa brooch 10 reming them of 1our wender'ul
cdays of hosoitality with Soropt mist ‘riends from many parts of the world.



NOW IN THE EIGHTIES

The lormabion of rew clubs and the recruitman: of new Soroptimists e the bes s of
tha growth anc development of Sa-optim sm in Cheshire, North Wales ana W rral.
InJuly 1964 the Charter Bu'fet Luncheon of the Dolgellau and District Soroplimist
Club was held 21 the Golden Lion Hotal, Dolgeilau, wher the Federation President,
Mrs Margare! Hulchings, presentec the newest club In this Divislon with ils
chartar. Many clubs hold annual membership or Iriend ship evenings when guests
are inviled from the cisirict wha are likely to be interastad in joining Sorcpt mism.
Early retirement, redundancy and the changing role ol women in this age of high
technology has halped to change the balance of many clubs, and some original
categories ere beirg replaced by modern day equivalents. Club programmes
have evolved over the years, but each year seestheintzoduction of naw ideas, naw
lines ol theught and action and new topics of conceara lor discussion.

United Nations designatad International Years lor the recogn tion and neacs of
cerlain categories of the world’s citizens have inspired special eflorts 'n fund
raising, application of pressure on Local and Governmental Authoritles, and
gpecial celebrations over the years Knuiglord Club held & luncheon during
International Womens' Year for prom inent wome n within the district, and the Mold
and Deeside club held a champagne supper 1o celebrate the same yaar which
they egreed was the mosl outslanding soclal cccaslon aver (or the club.

During the 1930 = clubs have supporled Vietnamese families and contributed to
Polish and Ethiop-an relief funds amongst many nternat onal causes. Presenlly
clubs are supporiing the Senegal Sale Water Project Local charities continua 10
rece ve support and thesa include the establish ment of hospices lor the care of
the dying: cemlaerts ler the old and geriatric pat ents in nrosplta’s; provieion of body
scanners for lecal hospitals, suppertlor the Cressrcads Care Aendant Scheme
Trust; and helidays for deprived children, among many. Toplcs of concern o
Soroptmists reflect all aspects ol modern life such as employment, the
educationa’ needs of Fand capped ch idren, congarvation, reciamation of derelict
land, nuclear energy, lead paollution, tree plantng and the qua ity of e, The
service and Yinanc al ald of a'l Soroptimists (8 directed 19 providing a batter world
ler 1nose we strive 1c ha'lp,

Contact batwean Soropt mist Cluks in the Divis onal Unon and Scroptimie: Clubs
i olner couniries has been malntalned by [riencship links, mairly by
corrasponcence, bul also by visits to and from each other, Bablngtlon Soroptimists
have hac contacts win Ses Molnes, USA, ‘or 38 years as well as links with
Scha‘fhausen; Cooma Cuub, Australia; and their twin town Lorert: whilst
Knutsford nas contact with Hyvinka, Finland; and Parma, ltaly, desplte larguage
difficulties, and Bargor has recently added Basingsioke, a Hampshire Club, to
tnelr links wiln Haly ane 1he USA. These are only examples ¢ clubs in tha Divis on
laki~g the cpportun ty o learn tha way cf [ e of Soroplimis!s in olher parts ¢f the
world, 15 understand each others difficulbes and probiems, ¢ Join in specific
pre,ects and celebratons, and 1a get! 1o krow each clher,

Bir<ennead Ciub celebrated ils S0t Anniversary in 1884 with mary special
functions. During the year members raised £1,70C for the Wira Talkng
Newspaperfortre Blind, end & lloral ¢isplay was planted by Birkenhead Parxs ard
Gardens Degarlment ir Hamilion Square 1o mark the evenl. 19835 saw ke



Wrexham ¢lub ¢¢ ebrating its 50th Annwversary, Babington Club celebrating its
40th Arnlvarsary and Ligngalien having & Silver Jubilee function,

In July 1984 the Divisianal Union celebrated the Fedaraton Golden Jubllea by
halding & Friendship Weekend at tha Chesler College of Higher Education hosted
by Enid Cannon, D.U. President and supportad by May Davies of the Chester Club,
acting as Registrar. Catherine Sall, Past Internationa’ Prasident and Past
Federation President, together with the Cuchess of Wesimingler and the Mayor
and Mayoress ol Chester, joined the delegates during the weekend. A ce'ebratory
card was des.gned and printed for cluos 1o gend Lo members and friendsh p links
1o marx the Jubiles, and a Golder Jubilee lunchacn was held et the Quean Hotel,
Chester lor, Pasl Divisional Union Presidanis.

Curing the Golden Jubilee Year, all Feceration cfficers visited the Liangolen
International Eistecdfod anc the Soroptimist nospitality tent, and in 1885 the
Federation cantributed to the Prize Mcney Fund to mar International Youls Year.

Ag al July 1985, membership of the Divislonal Union of Cheshire, Nortn Wa'es and
Wirral consisted of 23 clubs; 552 Active members; 293 Ratlred members; and 31
Honorary members, making a tota’ membership of 883,

The Divis onal Unien Council continues to meet in Chester, but moved from Bishop
Lloyd's Palace 1o the Maszonic Hall, “unter Streel in November 1885, which has
larger accommodation. Tne cycle ol meelings is Marck, July, Sepiemboer and
November; with a mesling for Club First Vica Presldents, Sec-etaries. Treasurers
and Membersgnip Corveners being held in the Spring.

The Divisicnal Urion Insignia was refurbishec durinrg 1966, & dress chai~ baing
purchased. The bars have been 'ramed for the nistoric record and a Rcl o HonGur
Bocox of Fast Divisional Unlon Fresidents has been inscr bed. Past Divis onal Unicr
Presldents were presented with new badges at the November 1934 Council
Neetng. The Divisional Unlon Ceuncil has purchased a flag and a table c'oth to
use ¢n suitable occasions.



SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

OF CHESHIRE, NORTH WALES AND WIRRAL

DIVISIONAL UNION PRESI)ENTS

1935/36 Miss M Kippax Manchester
1936/37 Mizss M I R Limnck Manchesaler
1937/38 Dr M F Adams Lverpond
1938/38 Mizz S Somers North Wirral
1939/40 Mize G Geen Manchastar
1940/47 Miss F Glan Dobie Narth Wirral
1942/42 Miss | Haberts Manchesler
1843/44 Migs C L Nidles Liverpooi
1944/4% Miss M Parkinann Preston
1945/48 Miss O Mender=zon Rirkenhead & Wallasey
12486/47 Miss S Somers Beaington
1047/48 DOr M Cunrungham Macdeshivld
1945/49 Miss M Perrott Wallasey
1885/h0 Dr F D Getlithe Ellesmeare Port
1850/51 Miss L E Ward Birkenbead
1954/52 M:s D A Eaton Bebingtan
1992753 Miss M Praece Runcorn
1953/54 Dr B M Butters Chaatar
1954/55 Mizs A F Woodbine Northwich
1955/56 Mizs C Moslay Maccleslivid
1956757 Miss £ M Dodd Viraxham
1957758 Miza M Saphton Hegwall
1958/58 Miz= H A Norman Nanlwich
1959/60 Mizs F Grace Eebington
1960/61 Mrs 1D G Mallia Cllesmere Port
1961/62 Mizs J M Richards Colwyn Bay
1962/63 Dr M Jones Roberls Dv:n2ugh
1963/64 Miss J E Duncan Birkentiead
1964/65 Miss W Aszhlon Hehington
1965/ 66 Dr 1 O MacAlistar Wallasey
1966/67 Mrs £ C Dowies Chestae

196 7/68 Miss D € Anderson Ellezamare Port
18GEEY Mra P P Dungan Dirkenhead
1969/70 D: R H Harris Wraxham
1970071 Migs J M Humt Chester
197172 Mizs E M Willlama Ryl

19T2IT3 Mrs Edith Rogerls Wallasey
1973074 Mrs Hatty Marsh Runcorn
1974775 Mizs C Einan Evans Colwyn Bay
197576 Mrs J Lancelyn Green Sebington
19765747 Mizs Gwynath Owan Denbigh
197778 Mizz Joyce Mashn Knulaloed
1978/7TH Mizs M Durewn Junes Hoylake & Wes: Kirby
1979/80 Miz= L M Hughas Bangor
1980/81 Misa J A Hatlvway Hoylake & Weat Kielyy
198 1/87 Misa F M Homer Backatl fenyl & Destrica
1982/83 Mrs D J Cheesley Eahington
11383/84 Mrs Enid Cannon Chastar
1284/84 Misa § Rhiannon Jones Anglesey
1985!8—6 Or Vv G Pritchard Nantwich

HJ' & E.T JeHer1es
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