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. BEGINNINGS OF THE SOROPTIMIST MOVEMENT TN WIRRAL

1tst Soroptimist Club in Wirral was formed in 1933 as a
;-ter ¢lub ¢of the Liverpool Soroptimist Club and was known as
‘ﬂogth_ﬁ;rral Soroptimist Club. It was the 26th Club to be
~in Great Britain and amongst the first to be started after
;gish-Eederation became a separate entity from that of

.‘“ be year that the North Wirral Club was founded, Miss Helen
= o, M.A., was President of the British Council. Owing to her
“detained in Yreland, she was unable to present the Charter
embership to the North Wirral Club. Miss Margaret Adams (now
ams), then President of the Liverpool Club, deputised for
‘Miss Catnach, the Charter President of the North Wirral
jrecelved the Charter on the 22nd June 1933.

is‘lnterestlng to read the names of the Charter Members and
categorxes covered by the new Club.

- Miss . A. Catnach. Headmistress, Wallasey High School
- Dr.Caroline Lowe. General Practitioner.
‘Miss E. Chester. Owner & Head of Private School.
‘Miss V. Rudge. Registrar of Births & Deaths.
Dr. A.Williams. School Medical Officer.
‘Miss E. Glen Dobie. Pharmaceutical Chemist (Hospitall.
‘Miss A.Macpherson. Dress Designer.
- Miss K. Brabner. Teacher of Dancing.
‘Mrs. Cudworth. Chiropodist.
Mrs. Cox. Physiotherapist.
Mrs. Brown. Owner, Summerville Laundry.
.~ Mrs. Cottier. Florist.
- Miss Jones. Scientist.
- Miss Kelsall. Matron, Sanatorium.
"Miss Rudkin. Welfare Worker.
. Miss Reid. Teacher of Singing.
‘Miss S. Somers. Bxecutxve,Washabilxty Bureau,Levers.
‘Miss Williams. Tobacconist.
‘Mre. Findlay. Head Supervisor.Guinea Gap Baths.
Mrs. Graham. Carpet Business.
Mrs, Williams. Councillor.
Miss Morrison. Batchelor at Law.
Miss Tyte. Printer and Stationer.

_?bey chose for their Beadquarters the Queens Hotel in Birkenhead
here they held two meetings a manth.




The first year of the Club

Ratvrally the first year was taken up with establishing the Club;
the membars getting to know one ancther and leatning the business
side of the Soroptimist movement. No very ambitious social work
was undertaken. The Federation at that time was governed by a
Board of Governors, to which each Club sent one member. The
significance and importance of this direct conneetion with
Headquarters cannot be too strongly smphasized. Miss Sophie
Sunmers was our representative.

Developmeat of Membership

The Club started with 23 members. As the y2ars passed numbers
and variaty of categories increased. In the fFiftles there were
approxXximately 40 members but in the varly seventies this namber
had declined to little over 20. The average age of the members
oo was increasing. However today the cutlook is promising.
Great efforts are being made to latroduce new members dnd
categories. Once again the membership is well into the 30's.

TUE SETTING UOP OF DAUGETER CLUBS

-

In 1%45 a new Club was Eormed in Bebington; therefore the
Soroptimist Club of Horth Wirral became known as the Soroptimist
Cluo of Birkenhead and Wallasey. A year later a geparate Club
was started in Wallasey: a number of members were transferred to
the new Club; those who were left in the parent Club called
themsclves the Birkenhead Soroptimist Club. The badge worn by
its President shows the derivation of the Club for it bears the
name Worth Wirral and that of Miss Catnach az the first
President, Meanwhile the Club had founded two other daughter
clubs at Chestar and £llesmerc Port, Yn 1946 Aoylake and West
Rirby <lub were started and finally Heswall in 1949. Bizrkenhead
today still has thase six Daughter Ciubs.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMNECTION DBETWEEN CLUBS AND FEDERATTON
1. The sekting up of Divisional Unions

As the number of Clubs in the Federation increased, the Board of
Governors became unwieldy. The direct link between Club and
Federation was broken. Divisional Unicons ware seb uo,  Two
members from each Club were clested to the Divisioa Council; from
Ehis Council members were now sent to the Board of Governors.

. The majority of members of Clubs neither knew nor saw theirx

representatives at Headquarters.

T,North Wirral Club was a menmber of the North West Division, the
.. largest in the Federation, stretching from Carlisle toe Wrexharn.

._.3...



The first meeting of the North West Division was held at Port
Sunlight in 1936. Dowever a new re~grouping was made and then
Joxrth wirral was attached to South North West Division. 1In 1940
a second division was made; the Club of airkenhead Wwas now
attached to the Division of Cheshire and North wWales, now known
as Cheshire, North Wales and Wirral.

Prom the beginaing of the Divisions, the Club has been active and
influential in all aspects of the work. 'The following members af
the Birkenhead Club as known today, have been Presidents of the
Divisional Council.

Miss E.G. Dobie 1930=42
Miss D. Henderson 134647
Miss L.E.Ward 1950-51
Miss J.E. Duncan 1963=-64
Mrs. P.P, Duncan 1969~70

2. The Relation of the Club with the Federation

Bven after the establishment of the Division Councils, Birkennead
has maintained especially close relations with the Fedetration.
In 1941 Miss Dabie was elected Vice-President of the Federation
and in 1942, at the Federation Conference in London, was elected
Faderation President,

3. @Birkeshead Club and the Annual Conference

Tae Club bas always sent delegates to the conference; prepared
carefully its attitudes to the business ta be discussed.
Resolutions to be considered have also bheen sent, the most
important being one in 1944. This was forwarded by Birkenhead,
Wallasey and 8ebington. They urged "that immediate congideration
be given to plans for the establishment of Federation
deadquarters on a sgund financial basis™. In this they had the
very strong support of Miss Helen Catto (President of the
Soroptimist National Conncil 1930-1932). Up to that time there
were no paid officers, a serious reflectien on an organisation of
well-paid professional and business wamen. The eutcame of the
resolution was the eventual purchase of §3 Bayswater Road, London
in 1948. The next year Misg Dora McClellan, personal assistant
to Dame Caroline Haslett, was appeointed the Eirst paid Executive
Officer of the fPederation. -

4. Birkenhezd and Soroptimist Headquarters

Maany mempers of the Birkenhead Club have stayed at Soroptimist
Headquarters but wost important of all from 195% to 1971 Miss
denderson of the Birkenhead ¢lub was Secretary to the
Hezadquarters Management Committee. Her unstinted effarts to
develop and keep them on a sound financial footing did much to
help them to play an essential part in Soropotimism, Those who

_4_



realise the magnitude of the work done at &3 Bayswater Road in
the development of international vaderstanding willk apprecrate
her contribation. This was recognised ten years age by her being
made an Honorary Member of the Federation at the Edinburgh
Confereace in 197L1.

WORK OF TAE BIRKERHEAD CLURB

a) Soclal work

The Club's early social work had to be devoted chiefly to helping
women. An amusing sidelight on the changed waluves of money is
shewn by the saounts donated.

In 1934 the ilelping rund was established. Some of the worthwhile
causaes to which contributiions were made Were:®

1. & Fund for helping distressed gentlewomen.

5. The Fletcher Roger Home for Women ia difFiculties and
unmarriecd mothers.

3. A Holiday Fund to help desexrviang women.

In 1934 an argent case of an elderly lady needing a monthk's
holiday was reported RY Miss Woolley and Miss Tyte. £2/15/0 was
given her for necessary expenses. A girl of 15; sufferieg from
ruberculosis, was given 2/= a week for a menth to buy extra
nourishment.

In these early yesars of the Club other sacial work included the
entertazinment of upneaployed Wwomemn, the holding of Christwmas
partics for the eldgerly, the sending of parcels and Postal Orders
ar Christmas. In 1946 a bed unlt was given and named in the
Weightwan ward at Birkenhead General Hospital. Also wooks which
werce much avpreciated by the women prison2rs were sent to U.M.
Prisons.

b} SHousing projeck

One of the moSC worthwhile pieces of social work was the
establishing of & Pupd to be used eventually to provide a house
for elderly people of limited mesans, Later a dousing Asseciation
was formed, & bhousc purchased in “nowsley Road, Rock Ferry and
the necessary alteratlons made. This house, which was named "The
Maorings® had 9 bedsitting rooms, 4 comfortable communal lounge
with T.v. and a resident Warden wha,with herx hasband, lived rant
free in return forg services. This was the £irst home of its kind
in Birkenhead. Today it 1s no longer connectgd with the Club. &
few y2ars age the need to bring the fire precautions up to modern
standards faced the Club with a Einancial probiem which they
~onld not hope to solve. fhercfore it was takend over by the
Merseyside Improved Houses.




So convinced were the members of the Club that there was a great
need Eor this typve of accommodation faor the older folk of the
bown that the Club organised a meeting. Members af the
2irkenhead Housing Committee, the W.V.5., and others interested
were invited to meet at Birkenhead High School {through the
xindness of the Headmistress, Miss Winter, a Birkenhead
Soroptimist} to discuss the matter. A film of the Salford
Housiig Scheme was shown. The outcome was the purchase by the
Corporation of houses in Shrewsbury and St. Andrew's Roads for
this purpose.

¢) Some Present-Day Causes

Paring more recent years the Club has given its suppert to the
Birkenhead North End Invoelvement Group, which is doing a
tremendous and worthwhile job of work £for both young and old in
the Worth End of Birkenhead. This is in additiom to giving
financial aid to Elizabeth House, the experimental Youth Club,
founded in North Londen by the Federation; to the Leonard
Cheshire Homes: the Samaritans; Abbeyfield; RUKBA; Guide Dogs for
the Blind; associations For rescarch into the caunses and cure of .
Rheumatism, Arthrikis, Cancer, Hearkt Diseases; tie Royal Lifeboat
Aessociation and many other causes.

one of our most interesting projects is the contact we have
establisned with a blind African boy in Sierra Leohe. Mohamnined
Pofana taged 11) has been a pupil at Milton Mangai School for the
Blind, Freestown. We sponsor him throuwgh the British Commonwealth
Society for the Blind and send gifts. Last Christmas we sent a
letter in Braille. We receive school reports which are very
promisiag and have offersd to sponsor an operation t¢ restore his
sight but have been told there is no possibility of this.

This year we are helping ceatres Eor unemployed school leavers
and building up a fund for a centre to help tecnragers on
probation.

The Club has alsoc nelped all appeals from the Federation towards
helping countries in the Third World.

From 1974 to the present day we have allocated over £6,000 spent
from money given to special efforts.

d) Golden Jubilee effort

In 1970 the Soroptimist Movement celebrated its 50th Anniversary.
Four years previously the Federation had put forward a suggestion
that Scoreoptimist Headquarters should be alterpd and improved and
that a Scholarship Pund should be established as ways of marking
the Golden Jubilee. It proved a long and difficult task to raise
the reguired sum of £50,000 but the Birkenhead Club worked
continuously to give iks share. 1o 1970 for the first and only
time the Aanual Dianer was not held so that the money which would
have been spent an it could be donated to the Jubilee Fund.
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FRIENDSHYIP LIRKS WITH OTHER CODNTRIES

at the request of the Board of Governors carrespondence has becen
exchanged with Clubs in Staunton {Virginia}, Albany (New York},
Walcheren (Holland), Lec Pay {France) and Albany (Australia).

Personal contacts were made when Miss Pringle and Mrs. Garner
visited Walcheren in 1959 on the occasion of the Club's 1lQth
Anniversary. Miss Joseen Duncan visited Staunton: Mrs. Garstang
stayed with the Staunton Club; one of its members came to visit
Mrs. Garstang who taok her to London, the Lakes and other places
in Eagland. Mrs. Garstang is in c¢onstant touch with the Club
from whom tape recordings of messages from its members have been
received and played at our meetings.

In 1960 Miss Emily Moseley and Mrs. Faye Quick, both of the
Staunton Club, stayed with Mrs. P.P. Duncan and Miss Dobie, priorx
to sailing from Liverpool after the Convention in London. Mrs.
P.P. Duncan has also close connectons with an important Norwegian
journalist who has been FPresident of Norway and a delegate to the
Loropean Federation. She has visited ocur Club wearing national
dress. The friendship began with an exchanged wisit between the
son of the two Soroptimists which were arranged by Miss Petrina
Macdonald.

A regqular correspondence is kept up by Miss Dobie with the Club
in Port Elizabath. Aalso after reading January's "Soroptimist”
Miss Dobie, because of her vetinary coanections wrote to Mrs.
Amos of the Durban Club congratulating her on being the first
woman in South Africa to receive the Jack Boswell Award fort
dedicated service ta her profession of vetinary surgeon. She
received by return a most detailed interesting reply from this
wife of a vet, mother of two vets, mother-in-law of another and
grandmother of two aspiring ones.

Miss Dobic also corresponds with Sydoey the first Soroptimist
Club in Australia.



THE SOCIAY, SIDE
1. The Meeting Meal

Frow the first the Club had a meal before the mezetbting. In 1936
it was decided that 1/4 should be paid For the Supper Meal at the
Qucens Hotel, this sum including the use of the room and service.
Today for similar conditions we pay £2.50.

2. 3Annual Dioner

Each year apart from the one already amentioned, the Club has held
its Annual Dianer, always a happy gathering of members past and
oresent, members of other Clubs and friends. They have been Ehe
highlight of the Club President's year of office. The First one
was neld at the Hotel Victoria, New Brighton, at a cost of 5/=
per ticket. Many distinguished men and women have been our
guacsts on these agccasions. They include Miss addison Philiios,
Lord Leverhulme, Mrs. Rosita Forbes, Professor Winifred Cullis,
Mrs. Corbett Ashley, Miss Lilian Barker, Missz Christina Folye,
Professor Lyon Blease, Miss Irene Hilton, Dame May Curwen (a
former pupil of Birkenhead High Schoeol) aad Lord Evans oF
Claughton.

The twenty €irst Anniversary of the Chartering of our Club was
celehrated during the Presidential Year 1953-54. 2 reception was
weld in Birkenhead Town Hall, to which were invited the
Federation President, members of our Parent Club and those of our
six Daughter Clubs. Tt is interxesting to note that the
Fedecation President for that year was a member of ona or our
Lavghter Ciubs, Ellesmere Porkt, Dorothy Griffiths., In 1958 and
1973 the twenty Fifth and fourtieth Anniversaries were also held
in the Town Hall.



THE ESTABLISEMENYT QF S.Y.A.

(Soroptimist International Association)
The Birkephead Club and S.I.A.

Since the war the intecrpnational aspect of the Soroptimist
dovement has become more and more important.

In 1548 in Harvogate the Ffirst International Gathering since the
War was held. At this Convention International officers were
elected for the first time and our Club became a member of
Soroptimist International Association (known as S.I.4.).

Serious study has always been given by members of Birkenhead Tlub
ta the themes set out far four years each at every International
Convention wunder such headings as "Bducate for Progresa”;
"Towards a Literate Worla"; "The Open Mind to Progress™;
"Progross through Action® and our present one 'Tomorrows'g.
World". These themes have given menbers food for thought and
research as well as the apportunity of hearing specialist
speakers on a wide variety of subjects. Reports of the findings
of the Clubs on these subjects have been collated by Miss K.
Byrne, Mrs. P.P. Duncan, Miss T. dindmarsh, Miss D. Cocker and
Miss 4. Prinyle and forwarded througin the Division to the
Federation.

Our most pecsonal contact however with the expanding work of
S.I.A., was in 1959 when Miss Dobie made the journey to South
Africa, and had the honour and the privilege of Presenting the
Charter to Port Elizabeth, on behalf of the Federation President,
Miss P. Macdonald, who was unable to go. That first Club has
been responsible for the growth and prosperity of the Movement in
South Africa by forming Clubs in Cape Town, Durban and
Johannesburg. A grea:t work is now being undertaken by all South
African members amongst native women and children. There 13 now
a4 Separate Council of Soroptimist Clubs in Seuth Africa.

——— . — — —

Lookxing back, we are proud of our reputation as a Club; we hava
sought to live up to the principles of Soroptimism. However, a
Club must always be prepared bo adapt itself to new developments
which will be in the hands of yoeunger wowmen who will carry on the
Dasic aims and objects of Soraptimism in a rapidly changing
world.






