WORLD WAR I

The war years did not halt the prograss of the Soreptmist mavement in the North
West Divialonal Union, the difficulties only presented & challenge. The Dvigional
Union and the North Wirral Club already had a project ‘'n hand at the outbreak ol
he war 1o form a Soroptimist Club in Chester, and the promoters were daetermined
to forge ahead.

It was fitting that the Charter Luncheon of the new Chester Club in November 1940
was altended by Miss E Glen Dobile of the North Wirral Club n her capacily as
Presicent ol the North Wes! Divisional Union. Miss E Gien Doble was also
instrumental in forming a Soroptimist Club in Ellesmere Port in 1243, another war
lime project which went aread despite many cbstacles.

DQuring the war years the achlevements ol Soroptimisis and Iheir clubs wore
remar<able, Despite black ouls, air raids andtrave! d fflcultles, clubs metregularly
andworkad for local, national and inlernational causes. Miss E Glan Debile recalls
two neidents in her year as Fedaratlon Prasident. one occasion when she arrived
at Leicester at 1,00 arm instead ¢1 9,30 pm due 1o alr ralds on rcuta, only to find ner
bed at her hotel already occupied by a man; and another occasion, after
charlering a club in Kent, when she travel ed to Liverpoal by army larry arrving in
the' early hours to calch the 2.00 am ferry to Birkenheac and then had to walk 3
m les homa.

International charities gupported by olubs in the Nortnh Wast Civislonal Unlon
included the Soroptimist Post War Relle! Fund in Europe, the Overseas Relie! Fund
lor children in Franoe, and individual projects. The firgt major cherlty event of the
El'esmere Port Soroptimists was a garden parly which raised nearly £200 for the
Stalingrad =ospital, one of the tles between the Ellesmere Port ¢club and thal
Hospitel commemorated by a plaque, erected by the Anglo Sovlet Russlan
Committea, In Stalingrad Hospital:

“A token of admirabon from
Tha Edesmere Port and Oistoc! Soropltimist Club"

The largast part of the work of Individual clubs was concerred with top os of local
ard national interest Related to the pre-war resolution, to strive for egual pay for
equalwork, was the protest organised by the Liverpaol ¢ ub in 1941, supperted by
cther ¢lubs in the area, against discrimination o the grounds of sex in the Civilian
Pergongl Inuries Scheme, Clubs raised money to provide soclal facllites for
ambulance men, agitated for the improvement of shopping faclities for
professional women in war tme, protasted at tha scarcity and pcor qually of
chi'drens shoes. and became invelved in many other projects, soma clwhch, like
the provision of nursary schocls, schoo! meals, and family allowances, only came
to fuil fruition after the war.

Many women's crganisations joined together al lacal level 1o form Group Action
Councils, later known as Standing Conferences of Women's Organisations, 1o
deal with secial problems arising from the war, Sorcpt mists in the North West, as
‘n the rast of the country, played an aclve parl n establishing these Standing
Conferences, anc serving on ‘ocal comm ttees. It was reported that by the end of
the war a hundred had been established threughout the Federation
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